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When ths news of Patriarch Maximos® mental condition was first made public,
the Turkish suthorities had planned to appoint a medical commission to
visit the Patxriarch and ascertain the nature of his 11lness, but up to

now they nave refrained from such action.

Informed Turlish circles admit that if a medical comaission were to find
the Patriarch's illmess incurable, the Turkish authorities would insist
upon his resignation and the immodiate election of a successor, in order
%o end the pressnt ambiguous situation at the Phanar.

At present the Turkish Government wishes to have the Phanar in charge

of a powerful man, who could cope with Patriarch Alexei and the religious
policies of Russia.

Turkish authorities reportedly would welcome Mgr. Thomas as the next
Patriarch. He is well knmown to them as he has headed many patriarchal
delegations to Ankara. He speaks fluent Turkish and comes of Anatolian
stock. He is also known for his anti~Russian attitude and has been heard
to express himself very strongly against the activities of Patriarch Alexei.
Since Myr. Thomas does not wish to be a candidate, the Turkish anthorities
would approve, as an glternative choice, Metropolitan Tacovas of Imbros,
vho was favored some years ago by the former Turkish Minister of Interior
Kaya as his choice for Patriarch.

¥gr. Yacovas apparently still has a number of 5X1X6
influcmtial Turkish friends. 2
A Russien delepation, which did net smcoeed 4n obtaining a visa for
Tarkey, 18 now vistting Damescus, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, etc.,

and is keeping in close touch with the leading Arasb personalities
of the Crthodox faith.

_ It is possible that the above-mentioned

visit refers to the Russian delegation, headsd by Metropolitan 25X1A62
Gregory of Leningrad, which visited Cairo, Alexandria, Jerusalem

and Damascus in November aid r 1946,
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6. T4 is reported that Phanar circles have catogorieslly denied
the statoments published in Tanin on 26 Jamuary to the effect
that & Rusgian dele-ation, loaded by Vetropolitan Gregory of
Leningrad, was preparing to visit Fatriarch taxivoes,
and that durins the visit the historic wocden patewsy at the
entrance of the Patriarchate would be dismantled,

25X1X6 q‘fus is the rateway on which latriarch
Gregory V was zed, by order cf the sultan in 1421,
in retaliation for the Greel revolutionary move=zent.

7. Fhanar circles reportedly contend that this nowspaper report
is basad on a pelicy of provocation and this in splte of the
fact that Ialsm, editor of Tanin, advocates close Turkish-
Greek friendship.

8. It is stated that Turidish authorities huve froquently recuested
that this gatovay be dismantled, but that the Phapar will never
consant to the dostraction of this historic uymbol of the carly
Graok rewlutionary movouent.
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